“Why have I started walking on “Steps of hope”?

At the first meeting I was – mildly saying – scared. With every new meeting that fear was decreasing. Than I caught myself thinking – “I can’t wait for another meeting”. Every new workshop nurtured my feelings, made me rich in the spirit and made every fear less terrifying. Steps of hope became steps of freedom for me; every workshop helped me come out of a cave, where all of us found ourselves after the war. Freedom for me was freedom from war nightmares, until workshops I have never openly spoken about those atrocities. Listening about terrible experiences that others in the group went through, helped me to be more courageous in facing my own experiences. 

Presence of God’s love and mercy was there in all moments we spent together working or relaxing. Something new and very, very precious for me was prayer we received before going home. The joy that I received with the prayer lasted for a long, long time. Finally, I have started again to trust people what is a thousand miles step for me. The project brought great change to my life; I met people who will always remind me of my new beginning. It has brought light and the desire for wellbeing of all of us, and that made me better person. The strength I gained will mark my life in the future. 

I will be free to beg you not to leave us now because we are wounded. You have knowledge and will to lead us some more time (we still need someone to lead us out of our caves). One day I would like to experience meeting with those who enabled the Touch of Hope to come alive and made people become true friends. THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  (Serbian lady, 2008)                   

MESSAGES OF PEACE

WHY HATRED, RACISM AND WAR

LET US LIVE IN HARMONY AND HONESTY

IN ORDER TO WALK HAPPILY IN THIS EARTH 

WE SHOULD CUT OFF HATRED AT ITS ROOT 

LET US COME OUT TODAY ON ROADS OF PEACE 

PRONOUNCING REGRETS WITH WHOLE BEING 

GOD WILL GIVE THE STRENGTH NEEDED 

WE WILL BE PLEASED UNDER THE WHITE BANNER 

LET US BE READY AS TRUE HUMAN 

TO FORGIVE IN ORDER TO BE FORGIVEN 

QUENCHING THE FIRE OF HATE BY LOVE

SENDING MESSAGES OF PEACE TO THE WORLD 

Croatian war veteran, 2009 

